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The World Series of Beer Pong

FADE IN:

INT. WORLD SERIES OF BEER PONG - NIGHT

An open room lined with bleachers is packed to capacity with 
beer pong tables. Cups are rapidly made and pulled on the 
beer pong tables. The tables keep disappearing down to the 
final table.

INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT

ETHAN, a man in his early twenties, walks into the bathroom 
and over to the sink. He stares at himself in the mirror.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Facing the most important game of 
beer pong in my life, I can’t help 
but hear the words of my mentor. 
The great Glenn. “Beer pong as in 
life, picking your partner is the 
most important part. In life when 
you and a partner split there’s 
broken hearts, in beer pong its far 
worse. There’s lost games.” It 
amazes me that after so much we’re 
still together.

Ethan throws some water on his face. He walks over and kneels 
before the toilet.

ETHAN (V.O.)
And now I’m quickly reminded of the 
words of my father. “Sometimes you 
have to get down on your knees and 
worship a porcelain god.” 

We turn away to the sound of puking.

The sink starts to run and we come back to Ethan washing his 
face.

ETHAN (V.O.)
All started five years ago.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Five years earlier.



The basement is crowded with college students drinking from 
red cups. 

Ethan stands next to GLENN who is a giant of a man at the 
beer pong table. 

Ethan is visibly drunk.

Glenn is demonstrating how to toss the pong ball. Glenn takes 
a shot and sinks it.

GLENN
Now they have to drink it.

ETHAN
You’re real good. Will I ever be 
this good?

GLENN
Rookie, its your first time 
drinking. You got plenty of time to 
get better.

TASH a female freshman, walks past the table and Ethan 
blatantly follows her with his eyes.

GLENN (CONT'D)
I’ll advise you to avoid that.

Ethan looks up at Glenn.

ETHAN
But she’s hot.

GLENN
E, that’s Tash. Women team’s best 
recruit this year. She’s got her 
nose so high in the air she won’t 
even see you.

ETHAN
Oh. You’re tall. Maybe she’ll see 
you.

Glenn laughs.

GLENN
Not what I was saying.

ETHAN
Want me to call her over?
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GLENN
E. Focus on the beer pong. I’m a 
fifth year if I want a rookie I’ll 
ask her myself.

Ethan takes a wild beer pong shot that comes nowhere near the 
cups. Glenn shakes his head.

GLENN (CONT'D)
Practice makes perfect.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Ethan stands at a beer pong table with a different male 
partner.

ETHAN(V.O.)
Glen graduated December of my 
freshmen year, which left me 
scavenging partners in my second 
semester.

Ethan shoots and sinks a cup.

ETHAN (V.O.)
He had taught me well though.

MONTAGE ETHAN SINKING THE REST OF THE TABLE.

The other team drinks their cups and walks away. Jair, 
Ethan’s partner walks away.

ETHAN
Where you going?

JAIR
Bathroom.

The new team fills their cups while Ethan resets his rack. 

The other team is comprised of two muscle bound guys, JEFF 
and ROD.

JEFF
Where’s Jair?

ETHAN
In the bathroom.

JEFF
I saw him going out the front door.
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ETHAN
Fine, I’ll play alone.

JEFF
That’s too much of an advantage. 
Find a partner E.

Tash walks into the kitchen.

JEFF (CONT'D)
Yo, woman.

Tash looks at the guy ready to pounce.

TASH
Call me woman again.

JEFF
Woman. He needs a partner.

Tash drops her cup of beer and takes off for the other side 
of the table. 

Ethan sticks an arm out to stop her. 

She struggles against his arm and his hand ends up on her 
breast. 

She stops and glares at Ethan. 

Ethan looks at his hand then quickly retracts it holding his 
hands up innocently.

ETHAN
Sorry.

TASH
You will be.

JEFF
Woman, you playing or not.

Tash’s head snaps towards the guy.

TASH
You any good?

ETHAN
I’m alright.

TASH
I’ll forget you grabbed my boob, if 
we shut them out.
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ETHAN
The naked lap?

TASH
The naked lap.

Tash steps up to the table. 

Ethan pulls the balls out of the water cup and hands one to 
Tash. 

Tash eyes the cups up then shoots. She sinks the front cup.

TASH (CONT'D)
Bring ‘em back.

Ethan takes his shot and sinks it. 

The other team rolls the balls back across the table and 
drinks their cups. 

Tash shoots and sinks. Ethan sinks his shot. The other team 
rolls the balls back. 

Tash shoots and sinks. Ethan sinks the last cup.

Jeff throws his beer on the ground.

JEFF
That’s bull shit. She’s not your 
partner.

ETHAN
You picked her.

JEFF
We’re not doing the naked lap.

ETHAN
(Yells)

Naked lap!

Within five seconds there are twenty people in the kitchen

JEFF
We’re not doing it.

ETHAN
They were shut out.

JEFF
We never got a shot.
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ETHAN
Hence, shut out.

JEFF
Fine.

Jeff and Rod start to strip. Tash puts her face in Ethan’s 
chest. He puts his arms around her.

ETHAN
I thought you wanted them to run.

TASH
Just cause I wanted them to run, 
doesn’t mean I want to see it.

ETHAN
Alright, I’ll tell ya when it’s 
safe.

Jeff and Rod run and everyone starts to cheer.

TASH
Thanks. Ethan right?

ETHAN
Yeah.

TASH
I’m Tash.

ETHAN
I know. I mean, I know who you are.

TASH
I watched you play last semester. I 
watched the guys team play.

ETHAN
If you were watching me, it was 
pretty easy. The guy on the bench.

Jeff and Rod run back to their clothes and dress.

TASH
You’re a freshmen. They normally 
spend time on the bench.

ETHAN
Not you from what I’ve heard. 
You’ll start.
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TASH
Girls team isn’t as strong as the 
guys team.

ETHAN
Yeah, yeah.

Jeff and Rod finish dressing.

JEFF
You missed the show, woman.

Jeff and Rod walk by. Tash pushes off of Ethan and starts 
after the Jeff. 

Ethan wraps her up in his arms and pulls her tight against 
him as she squirms to get free. 

Ethan’s hand ends up on her breast. 

Tash stops squirming and looks back at Ethan. He lifts his 
hand.

ETHAN
At least the slate was clean.

TASH
(Smiles)

I’m starting to wonder how 
accidental that is.

ETHAN
Maybe we should just play some 
pong.

TASH
Maybe that would be best.

MONTAGE OF LAST CUPS AGAINST DIFFERENT TEAMS

Tash and Ethan are both wobbly. Tash pulls out her phone and 
checks the time.

TASH (CONT'D)
Wow. When did three get here?

ETHAN
It’s three?

TASH
Three thirty. I have practice in 
two hours.
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ETHAN
Calling it a night?

TASH
Yeah, sorry. We’ll have to do this 
again some time.

Ethan points to the team they just beat.

ETHAN
We’re done, keep the table.

TASH
You don’t have to quit.

ETHAN
I’ll walk ya back. Can’t let a 
pretty girl like you go cross 
campus alone this time of night.

Tash puts a hand on Ethan’s chest.

TASH
Aw, you think I’m pretty.

Ethan picks his jacket up off the floor.

TASH (CONT'D)
I need to grab my coat.

Tash walks off. Ethan stands by the table watching the next 
game. Tash comes back confused.

TASH (CONT'D)
I think someone took my coat.

Ethan takes off his jacket and hands it to her.

TASH (CONT'D)
You sure?

ETHAN
Yeah, I’ll be fine.

EXT. MAIN STREET - MORNING

Ethan walks with a hand in his pocket. His other arm holds 
Tash to him.

TASH
What dorm to you live in?
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ETHAN
Founders.

TASH
Way over on the other side of 
campus?

ETHAN
Yeah, I got a hike.

TASH
Well, if you want, you can come-

Ethan smiles. Tash’s phone starts to ring. Tash answers it.

TASH (CONT'D)
Hey honey. I’m sorry. I was playing 
beer pong and time just snuck on 
me. I’m sorry you were worried. No, 
I’m not walking back alone. One of 
the guys on the men’s team is. No. 
Why not? Cause he’s just walking me 
back that’s why I won’t tell you 
his name.

Tash puts her phone away.

TASH (CONT'D)
He hung up on me.

ETHAN
Who was that?

TASH
My boyfriend.

Ethan’s smile goes away.

ETHAN
Boyfriend?

TASH
He’s from home. Doesn’t do well 
with the distance.

ETHAN
Oh.

They stop walking in front of a dorm.

TASH
Well, this is me. You’re welcome to 
crash here if you’d like.
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ETHAN
Thanks, but I’m gonna keep moving.

TASH
You sure.

ETHAN
Don’t really want to meet your 
boyfriend any time soon.

TASH
Sorry.

Tash swipes her card and opens the door. Ethan turns to walk 
away.

TASH (CONT'D)
Ethan.

Ethan turns back around. Tash throws her arms around his neck 
and give him a quick kiss on the lips.

TASH (CONT'D)
You’re a good guy.

Tash walks inside her dorm. 

Ethan stands motionless for a moment. 

He looks up at the dorm where a light turns on in a second 
floor window. 

Ethan rubs his bare arms and looks at his lack of jacket.

ETHAN
Son of a bitch.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

The room has two beds, two desks, two dressers. The furniture 
is a mirror of each other. On one side of the room Jair gets 
ready, the other side Ethan lays passed out in bed. He’s 
wearing the same clothes from the night before.

Jair walks over and nudges Ethan. Ethan groans and opens an 
eye looking around. 

JAIR
Three minutes till the point of no 
return.

With another groan Ethan sits up in bed.
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JAIR (CONT'D)
Hear you left with Tash last night.

Ethan nods. He stares at the floor.

JAIR (CONT'D)
Guess it’s a good thing I bailed on 
you. Get shut down by the unicorn?

Ethan shakes his head.

JAIR (CONT'D)
Then why are you here?

Ethan clears his throat.

ETHAN
You wouldn’t believe it Jair. She 
invited me to stay.

(Clears his throat)
Has a boyfriend.

Jair’s eyes go wide.

JAIR
I don’t care if she’s married. You 
had a shot with Tash and you 
passed.

Ethan stands up.

ETHAN
I didn’t want to mess things up.

JAIR
What things? There’s nothing. She’s 
not your friend. And if she was 
drunk enough to invite you in, 
she’s going to be too drunk to 
remember even talking to you.

ETHAN
It was beer pong man. Its sacred.

JAIR
Only to you E, only to you.

ETHAN
We’ll see.

JAIR
You’re going to be disappointed 
man.
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INT. CAFETERIA - MORNING

Jair and Ethan sit at a table. They both have trays of food.

A group of female athletes come walking into the cafeteria. 
They come and set there bags down at table nearby. 

They walk past Ethan and Jair most exchange some sort of a 
greeting with them as they head for food.

Tash walks in. 

She follows the same path as the girls that came before her.

She drops her bag off at the table and then walks past Jair 
and Ethan without acknowledgement.

JAIR
Sorry E.

ETHAN
It’s cool Jair. Glenn always said 
she had her nose too high in the 
air to notice me.

JAIR
Want me to talk to her during 
medieval world?

ETHAN
No. No point.

JAIR
It’s better this way. You’d of just 
ended up hurt.

INT. WEIGHT ROOM - EVENING

The weight room is a small team weight room. There is a 
multipurpose machine. A rack of free weights. Three benches. 
Inclined ab machines. Pull up and dip bars.

Ethan lifts on a multipurpose machine. 

A door opens and Tash walks in. She carries his jacket. Ethan 
looks at her but continues to lift.

TASH
Wanted to give this back to you.

The plates clank as Ethan stops his set.
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ETHAN
Thanks.

Tash hangs it over a dip machine.

TASH
I didn’t have your number to call 
you. Jair told me in class today 
that you lift here every day at 
five.

ETHAN
Yeah, I do.

Tash heads for the door.

TASH
Sorry for inviting you to stay last 
night.

Tash pulls the door open.

ETHAN
Wait. You remember that?

Tash lets the door close. She looks back at Ethan.

TASH
I was drunk, but not that drunk. I 
remember the whole night.

Tash walks over to where she hung the jacket.

ETHAN
Then why did you invite me in? Why 
did you jus pass by today?

Tash closes her eyes and shakes her head.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Why?

TASH
I thought you were hot. Sorry. I 
had a good time with you. I wanted 
more time with you. And sorry I 
didn’t know what to say to the guy 
who turned me down.

Tash heads for the door.
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TASH (CONT'D)
Oh, and next time you want to go 
around saying I have my nose to 
high in the sky for you, remember 
when I tried to sleep with you.

Tash grabs the handle. 

Ethan springs across the weight room and throws his weight 
into the door. 

She looks at him, her eyes water.

ETHAN
I think we’re in the middle of a 
big misunderstanding.

TASH
Do you?

ETHAN
Yeah. I think we need to play some 
more pong.

TASH
Tables are always up at the house.

ETHAN
Let me get cleaned up.

INT. LOCKER ROOM - EVENING

The locker room is dank and old. The lockers are in need of 
paint and are badly rusted. There is a bench bolted to the 
floor and an area where one used to be. There is a single 
urinal and stall. A small tile hallway leads to the showers.

Ethan walks into the locker room and over to a locker. He 
opens the locker.

ETHAN
Think there’ll be anyone to play at 
the house?

TASH (O.S.)
There’s always someone to play.

Ethan pulls a towel out and undresses. He heads trough the 
hallway.

The showers line a square room. It’s dark. There’s a metal 
pole running around the ceiling that serves as a towel rack.
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Ethan walks in and hangs up his towel and turns on a shower.

ETHAN
Think we can make someone run naked 
again?

TASH (O.S.)
If we make six in a row it’s kinda
hard not to.

ETHAN
Good point.

Tash walks through the hallway and leans against the 
entrance. Ethan runs his fingers through his hair. His eyes 
are closed.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
I think this is the start-

Ethan opens his eyes and turns his back to Tash. He looks 
over his shoulder at Tash.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
This is the guys locker room.

TASH
And your season is over. I doubt 
anyone else will be in here. Just 
relax I couldn’t hear you out side.

ETHAN
I’m kinda naked here.

TASH
I didn’t notice.

ETHAN
Really?

TASH
Of course I did. But don’t worry E, 
you’re not the first naked guy I’ve 
ever seen.

Ethan turns around and faces her. He shuts the shower off. He 
pulls the towel off the rack and wraps it around himself.

ETHAN
Well partner, do I get a turn?

TASH
No.
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Tash turns and walks back into the locker room.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

The basement is empty except for Tash, Ethan, Jeff and Ron. 
Everyone is wobbly. They play beer pong.

JEFF
You guys suck.

ETHAN
That’s why we’ve won five in a row.

JEFF
You insult the game by having a 
woman as your partner.

Tash looks at Ethan then at the other team. 

She takes a step but Ethan wraps her up in his arms. 

While Ethan struggles with Tash, Jeff and Ron both shoot and 
make bounces. 

Tash stops struggling and looks at her breast where Ethan’s 
hand is.

TASH
You don’t have a clean slate this 
time.

ETHAN
Relax. You jus watched me shower.

Jeff and Ron look at each other.

JEFF
What?

Tash slaps Ethan.

TASH
I did not. You liar.

JEFF
Geeze man. Way to get our hopes up.

Ethan lets go of Tash and walks back over to the table. He is 
disheartened. 

He pulls the balls out of the cups, rolls them back across 
the table, and moves four cups out of the rack.
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Tash gets beside Ethan at the table. 

Jeff and Ron shoot and miss. 

Ethan takes a knee to grab the balls. Tash takes a knee with 
him. Ethan picks up the balls and looks at Tash.

TASH 
(Whispers)

I’m sorry.

Ethan puts a ball in her hand.

ETHAN
Down four. Let’s not lose.

EXT. MAIN STREET - NIGHT

Ethan and Tash walk without talking down main street. Tash 
wears Ethan’s jacket. 

Tash stops and grabs both of Ethan’s arms.

TASH
I’m sorry. Alright, I’m sorry. 
You’re cool. I can be whatever I 
want around you and feel completely 
comfortable. Jeff, Ron, not so 
cool.

ETHAN
Alright.

TASH
I enjoy being close with you. I 
like being around you. But I still 
have a boyfriend, and I wouldn’t 
want him to find out.

ETHAN
Maybe you should stop doing things 
you don’t want him to find out 
about.

Tash lets go of Ethan.

TASH
I guess that makes sense.

Tash turns and starts walking.

TASH (CONT'D)
Sorry.
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ETHAN
Don’t be sorry. I just-You’re 
confusing me.

TASH
Partners?

Ethan starts walking.

ETHAN
Partners.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Plywood table. Last cup is made. Ethan and Tash high five. 
Both are dressed for winter.

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Small kitchen table. Last cup is made. Ethan and Tash double 
five. Both are dressed for winter.

ETHAN
Woo.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Detached closet door as table. Last cup is made. Ethan and 
Tash jump in the air. Both are dressed for bed.

TASH
Nice shot.

Ethan and Tash slap hands.

EXT. BACKYARD - NIGHT

Door as table. Last cup is made. Ethan puts an arm around 
Tash. Both are dressed for spring.

TASH
Bam.

EXT. DRIVEWAY - NIGHT

Folding table. Last cup is made. Tash throws her arms around 
Ethan. Both are dressed for spring.
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ETHAN
Drink up.

INT. YARD - NIGHT

Last cup is made. Ethan picks up Tash and twirls her around. 
Both are dressed for summer.

ETHAN
Tash, I know its still a few years 
off, but want to be my partner in 
the world series.

TASH
I don’t play baseball.

ETHAN
Beer pong.

TASH
(Laughs)

Yeah, sure.

Ethan sets Tash down.

ETHAN (V.O.)
That’s where the dream started.

EXT. MAIN STREET - AFTERNOON

Ethan puts a box in the back of a car. Tash closes the door.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Sadly it was just in time for 
summer.

Tash gets in the passenger seat and the car drives away. 
Ethan stands and watches.

ETHAN (V.O.)
We didn’t plan to fall out of 
contact, but summer tends to do 
that to college friends.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

The hallway is cluttered with parents moving students in.
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ETHAN (V.O.)
But, as happens every year, summer 
leads to fall and sophomore year 
was underway.

INT. DORM ROOM - AFTERNOON

Through a doorway we see Ethan and Jair sitting in their 
already set up room. They have their beds set up in the far 
corners of the room opposite each other. They both have their 
desks at the foot of their bed. There dressers are side by 
side with a television and video game system on top.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Tash comes walking down the hallway with a box in her arms. 
She struggles with opening the door across from Ethan.

TASH
Little help?

INT. DORM ROOM - AFTERNOON

Jair and Ethan look at each other. Jair touches his nose a 
moment before Ethan. Ethan gets up and walks out into 
hallway.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Ethan walks out and sees Tash. They both smile. 

Ethan takes her card and swipes it for her then opens the 
door. 

Tash goes in and sets the box down then comes back out. 

She throws her arms around Ethan.

TASH
What are you doing here already? I 
thought I had first move in?

Ethan hugs her back.

ETHAN
Preseason.

TASH
Right.
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ETHAN
What are you doing out here in the 
boondocks? Thought you liked the 
near side.

TASH
Loved being on the near side, 
didn’t love to roommate. Moving in 
with Fairview.

ETHAN
FW, this will be a fun year.

TASH
Hopefully.

ETHAN
It’s good to have you back. Jair is 
shit compared to you on the table.

NICK, Tash’s boyfriend, walks up with a box in his arms. Nick 
dwarves Ethan and is dressed in expensive prep clothes. 

Tash quickly pushes away from Ethan.

TASH
Ethan, this is my boyfriend Nick. 
Nick, this is Ethan from the guys 
team.

Jair appears in the doorway of their room.

TASH (CONT'D)
And this is Jair, another one of 
the guys.

ETHAN
Hey. Cool to finally meet you.

Nick gives a nod and walks into the room.

TASH
Sorry. He doesn’t do well with the 
distance.

Tash gives Ethan a playful punch.

TASH (CONT'D)
Doesn’t help he knows you’re my 
partner.

Ethan smirks.
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NICK (O.S.)
Where do you want this?

TASH
I’ll catch up with you guys later 
once he leaves.

Tash walks into her room. Ethan walks back into his. He shuts 
the door.

INT. DORM ROOM - AFTERNOON

Ethan takes a seat on his bed.

ETHAN
This is gonna be a long year.

Jair opens his mini-fridge and pulls out a box of cereal.

JAIR
I know what ya need.

ETHAN
I don’t think Fruit Loops are going 
to help any.

Jair reaches into the box and pulls out two beers.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
I lied.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

Jair and Ethan have their desk chairs set up in front of the 
television and they’re playing a war game against each other.

There is a knock at the door.

JAIR
I’m not getting it.

ETHAN
Jair, you can’t keep me alive while 
I step away.

JAIR
(Yells)

Who is it?

TASH (O.S.)
Just hit pause.
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JAIR
We can’t it’s live.

Ethan looks over at Jair.

ETHAN
I’m gonna run for it.

JAIR
I’ll cover you.

Ethan runs out of his chair to the door. He pulls the handle 
then runs back to his chair. 

Right as Tash walks in Ethan throws himself into his chair.

The chair tips back hanging onto two legs for just a moment 
before crashing to his back.

Tash laughs at him. Jair doesn’t even look. Ethan looks over 
his knees at the television and keeps playing.

Tash walks over behind him and lifts his chair back up for 
him.

ETHAN
Thanks.

TASH
FW doesn’t get in ‘til tomorrow. 
Figured I’d come hang out with you 
guys.

JAIR
Not gonna be much to see here.

TASH
Left side.

ETHAN
There’s two of us. Which one.

TASH
E, left side.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

Tash is asleep in Ethan’s bed. The guys are staring at the 
television like zombies.  

Jair checks his phone.
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JAIR
E, I don’t know the best way to put 
this. But we have less than two 
hours ‘til practice.

Ethan pulls out his phone and checks the time.

ETHAN
Didn’t we say four hours ago that 
we were going to be done in a half 
hour Jair.

JAIR
Don’t look at me. We put Tash in 
charge of time management.

They both look at Tash.

ETHAN
Guess I should wake her up.

JAIR
If it was me I’d just climb in.

ETHAN
You saw the size of Nick.

Ethan and Jair get out of their chairs and head towards their 
beds. Ethan gently shakes Tash.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Tash? Hey? Wake up.

Tash doesn’t respond.

JAIR
Is she breathing?

Ethan leans down close to her face.

ETHAN
Yeah.

JAIR
Then just shake her harder.

Ethan shakes her harder. She still doesn’t respond.

ETHAN
Screw it.

Ethan climbs in bed beside Tash.
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JAIR
Should I take a picture?

ETHAN
You should pretend this never 
happened.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

Jair stands over Ethan’s bed shaking him. Tash has cuddled up 
with Ethan.

JAIR
E. Come on man.

Ethan opens his eyes and sees Tash on top of him.

He smiles to himself then wiggles his way out without waking 
her up. Ethan and Jair head out the door.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

The door opens. Ethan and Jair walk back in. Tash isn’t in 
his bed. Ethan looks over at Jair.

ETHAN
It wasn’t a dream was it?

JAIR
Nope. She was here.

ETHAN
Alright.

Ethan throws himself into bed.

JAIR
You’re right. Gonna be a long year. 
Try and get through the season 
without getting your ass kicked.

ETHAN
I’ll do my best. Now shut up, I’m 
tired.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - NIGHT

Tash knocks on Ethan’s door. She is dressed to go out.

JAIR (O.S.)
I’m not getting it.
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ETHAN (O.S.)
What if it’s for you?

JAIR (O.S.)
It’s not for me.

ETHAN (O.S.)
Who is it?

TASH
Not for Jair.

The door opens. Ethan stands in the door way.

TASH (CONT'D)
We’re going out.

ETHAN
I had a nice day, thanks for 
asking. It was nice of you to ask. 
How thoughtful of you.

TASH
Shut up. Let’s go.

ETHAN
But I’m-

TASH
Come on partner.

Ethan hangs his head.

ETHAN
See ya later Jair.

The sound of Jair imitating a whip can be heard. Ethan pulls 
the door shut behind him.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Where are we going?

TASH
Trailers.

ETHAN
I’ll drive.

TASH
You have a car?

ETHAN
Yeah, my parents got sick of an 
eight hour back and forth.
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TASH
You’ll be okay to drive?

ETHAN
Partner, I love you, but I’m runnin
on two hours of sleep for the six 
teen hours I’ve been awake. I don’t 
have much left in me.

TASH
I’m not gonna argue about not 
walking. But if you have too much, 
I’m not walking back out with you 
tomorrow to get your car.

ETHAN
Thanks partner.

INT. ETHAN’S CAR - NIGHT

Ethan gets into the driver’s seat of an old wood chuck 
station wagon. Tash is already in the passenger. Ethan starts 
the car.

ETHAN
So, mind telling me what’s up Tash?

Tash looks around the car. In the back seat there are a few 
articles of dirty clothes and in the trunk is a sleeping bag 
and blanket.

TASH
Think ya got enough clothes? And 
what’s with the sleeping bag?

ETHAN
Never know when you’ll get 
stranded. Now, tell me what’s up.

TASH
Nick flipped out. I don’t know 
what’s going on. I just know I need 
to play some pong and relax a 
little.

Ethan puts a hand on Tash knee and gives her a squeeze.

ETHAN
It’ll blow over.

Tash puts her hand on his.
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INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Party winds down. Tash and Ethan are at the beer pong table 
playing against Jeff and Ron. The team CAPTAIN walks into the 
kitchen.

CAPTAIN
Jeff, Ron, only two left are these 
hooligans. Make sure you lock up.

Captain walks out of sight.

ETHAN
We really need to go.

TASH
One more game.

JEFF
Can’t leave, we’re tied four-four. 
We’re going to beat you tonight.

TASH
In you’re dreams.

ETHAN
Fine. Rack them.

They set up the cups. Ron and Jeff look at each other and 
give a nod. 

Ethan looks at his phone. 

Ron shoots and sinks front cup. Before his ball lands Jeff is 
already shooting. 

Jeff’s ball leaves his hand. 

In slow motion the ball floats through the air. Circles the 
rim of the cup. The ball settles on top of Ron’s.

Ethan’s face goes blank. Tash looks at him her face getting 
red in anger. 

Jeff and Ron celebrate.

JEFF
Naked run.

Ethan takes off his shirt.

TASH
No. That’s bull shit.
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JEFF
House rules, deal with it. Same cup 
game over. Should’ve pulled.

ETHAN
Sorry, I shouldn’t have checked the 
time.

JEFF
You made us run. It’s not like 
there’s anyone here to see.

ETHAN
(To Tash)

We have to.

Tash glares at him and strips.

EXT. TRAILER - NIGHT

At the corner of the trailer we stare off into darkness. 
There are running steps. We watch the backs of Tash and Ethan 
as they run through our view.

INT. DOOR - NIGHT

CLOSE UP: LOCK IS FLIPPED. DEAD LOCK IS SET.

EXT. TRAILER - NIGHT

From behind Ethan and Tash pound on the door but no one will 
let them in. Ethan walks away from the door while Tash keeps 
pounding.

Ethan walks to the back of his car. He puts his hands on the 
back window and pulls them down opening the window.

ETHAN
Tash. You’re gonna freeze. Come on.

Ethan climbs into the back of the station wagon.

INT. ETHAN’S CAR - NIGHT

Ethan climbs in and unrolls the sleeping bag. He slides 
inside. Tash climbs in and pulls the window up behind her.
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TASH
You’re going to take the sleeping 
bag and leave me to freeze?

ETHAN
No. You’re going to get in and 
we’re going to stay warm. Body 
heat. Survival one-o-one.

Tash pouts at him then gives in. She climbs inside the 
sleeping back with Ethan.

TASH
This is your fault you know.

ETHAN
You could have played defense.

Tash puts her back to Ethan.

TASH
Whatever.

ETHAN
Hey now. Least we’re even.

TASH
What?

ETHAN
For walking into the shower. I 
showed you mine, now you’ve showed 
yours.

Ethan rolls over and spoons with Tash. 

At first she glares at his arm draped over her, then she 
holds it tight against her body.

TASH
You’re just lucky I love ya 
partner.

ETHAN
If you would have just let me play 
video games with Jair this would 
never have happened.

TASH
I know one thing for sure.

Ethan grabs the spare blanket and pulls it over them.
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ETHAN
What’s that?

TASH
I’m gonna kill Jeff and Ron.

ETHAN
Nick’s gonna kill me.

Tash rolls over to face Ethan.

TASH
Don’t worry about Nick. I’m pretty 
sure he’s going to be a thing of 
the past.

Ethan puts a hand on Tash’s face.

ETHAN
Thing of the past?

TASH
Yeah.

ETHAN
How’s your future look?

TASH
You tell me.

Ethan kisses her.

INT. ETHAN’S CAR - MORNING

Tash and Ethan lay curled up in the sleeping bag. There is a 
condom wrapper in the back of the car. 

They wake up to the sound of footsteps crunching the gravel. 
The steps stop outside the car.

JEFF
Here’s your clothes.

There is a thump as he sets them on the roof and keeps 
walking. Tash starts struggling inside the sleeping bag 
trying to get out.

ETHAN
Stop that, you’re just kicking me.

TASH
I’m going to kick his ass.
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ETHAN
Calm down. You’re naked. You’re not 
going to kick his ass right now. 
Stop kicking me.

Tash calms down. Her phone starts to ring on the roof.

TASH
You mind grabbing that.

Ethan slides out of the bag, puts the window down and grabs 
their clothes off the roof. Tash’s phone stops ringing. 

Ethan hands her clothes to her and starts putting his own on.

Tash sits up keeping the sleeping bag around her. Tash 
immediately pulls her phone out of her pants pocket.

TASH (CONT'D)
Thirty seven missed calls.

ETHAN
Nick?

TASH
Nick.

Tash calls Nick. When Nick answers he yells so loud it can be 
heard by Ethan.

TASH (CONT'D)
Sorry. Sorry. I went out last night 
and lost my phone at the party. One 
of my friends just dropped it off 
at my room.

Ethan pulls on his pants.

TASH (CONT'D)
I guess I could have sent you an 
email or something to let you know 
that. Look I’m sorry. Fine.

Ethan pulls on his shirt.

TASH (CONT'D)
I am so sick of this. What? No. No, 
I’m not leaving you.

Ethan’s head snaps around.

TASH (CONT'D)
Stop crying. Calm down.
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Ethan climbs out of the car.

EXT. TRAILER - MORNING

Ethan pushes the window up. The conversation is now just 
muffled noise.

INT. ETHAN’S CAR - MORNING

Ethan drives the car in silence while Tash sits in the 
passenger seat.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

Ethan storms into his room. Jair gathers his stuff for 
morning practice.

JAIR
So?

Ethan grabs his equipment.

ETHAN
So, go screw yourself.

JAIR
Whoa there cowboy. No need for 
hostilities.

ETHAN
Sorry. Roller coaster of a night. 
Let’s go.

JAIR
You know she’s bad news mate. She’s 
great. I love hanging out with her. 
You’ll never get past her boyfriend 
though. Gotta stop bashing you’re 
head off a wall.

ETHAN
She’s my partner.

JAIR
I’ll start practicing then. Promise 
I’ll get good. But it’s making me 
sick to keep watching you destroy 
yourself over her. She’s not worth 
it.
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ETHAN
Let’s just get to practice.

JAIR
Alright, just trying to help.

ETHAN
I know. I don’t know if I’m ready 
for help yet though.

INT. DORM ROOM

FAST MOTION MONTAGE

Ethan moves through his room interacting with Jair and 
spending a lot of time playing video games in fast motion.

ETHAN (V.O.)
I spent the rest of the week 
avoiding her. I didn’t hear from 
her once so I assumed she didn’t 
mind. Then Friday night at the 
house.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

College kids mingle all through the basement. Jair and Ethan 
make their way to the keg. While they fill their cups Tash 
walks up.

TASH
Aw, E you filled me a beer.

Ethan smiles and hands her his cup. Jair glares at Ethan.

TASH (CONT'D)
Thanks.

ETHAN
Sure thing.

Ethan starts to fill another beer for himself. 

Nick walks up behind Tash. Ethan’s hand shakes when he sees 
him.

TASH
Guys, you remember Nick right?

JAIR
Sure do. How ya doing?
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Ethan gives him a nod.

NICK
Not too bad. Tash finally let me 
come for a visit.

Ethan stands up, his beer holding hand still shaking.

ETHAN
Hopefully you’ll have a good time.

Tash turns and puts a hand on Nick’s chest.

TASH
Come on hun, let’s go get on the 
beer pong list.

ETHAN
Good luck, partner.

Tash gives him a sad look then walks away.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Come on.

JAIR
Man this isn’t a good idea.

ETHAN
I didn’t even say what were doing.

JAIR
We’re going to get on the list 
behind them because you want to 
beat her.

ETHAN
Maybe.

JAIR
(Points)

Look over there. Two hot girls. 
Let’s go make asses of ourselves.

ETHAN
If we lose we can go make asses of 
ourselves. Deal?

JAIR
Why must you keep doing this to 
yourself. Let her go.
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ETHAN
Thanks. Don’t worry, you suck 
enough that we may not be able to 
win.

JAIR
Thanks mate. Jackass. I should 
smother you in your sleep and put 
you out of your misery.

ETHAN
Would you, please?

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Jair and Ethan stand on one end of the beer pong table with 
Tash and Nick at the other end. The racks are full.

TASH
Think you can beat us?

Ethan doesn’t respond.

JAIR
Yeah. Sure.

They begin shooting. Its neck and neck with Tash and Ethan 
never missing.

Jeff walks by and smacks Tash’s ass as she’s shooting. 

She misses the shot. Jeff laughs at her. 

Nick turns around and grabs Jeff by the shirt. He slams Jeff 
on the beer pong table. The table tips and launches Ethan’s 
cups across the basement. 

JAIR (CONT'D)
Shit.

ETHAN
Shit. Shit.

Ethan and Jair head towards Nick. 

A group of guys materializes out of the people in the 
basement around Nick.

TASH
Nick. Nick. Let him go.

Ethan runs up and tries to push Nick back.
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ETHAN
Nick. You need to let go of Jeff.

Nick sneers down at Jeff.

JEFF
Get this gorilla off me.

ETHAN
Tash, do something.

The group of guys closes in.

TASH
He won’t listen to me.

ETHAN
(Turns to the guys)

Hold on guys. Two seconds.

The group holds.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
See these guys all around you?

Nick looks around.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Those are our teammates. Regardless 
of how much of a dick Jeff is, they 
will still defend him in our team 
house. If you don’t let go by the 
time I finish talking, I’m going to 
take a step back and they’re going 
to womp your ass.

Ethan takes a step back and Nick let’s go. Jeff scurries over 
to the rest of the team the moment he is free.

CAPTAIN
E, this a friend of yours.

ETHAN
No, not in the least. It’s Tash’s 
boyfriend.

CAPTAIN
Get him out of here.

Ethan turns towards Nick.

ETHAN
You heard him.

37.



Ethan ushers Nick with his hands. Tash latches onto Nick’s 
arm and they walk with Ethan to the door.

EXT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Nick, Tash, and Ethan walk out into the yard.

NICK 
I could have taken them.

ETHAN
When you flex, does it prevent 
blood flow to your brain? There 
were twelve of them.

NICK
I can take you.

Ethan shakes his head and looks at Tash.

ETHAN
You picked a winner.

Nick swings and punches Ethan in the eye. Ethan spins from 
the impact and falls to the ground. 

Ethan lays on the ground.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
Son of a bitch.

Tash takes a step towards Ethan then stops.

TASH
Sorry E.

Ethan slowly pushes himself up.

NICK
Don’t be sorry, he’s a jackass.

ETHAN
Yeah, I’m the jackass who fu-

Tash is paralyzed in fear. Ethan closes his mouth.

ETHAN (CONT'D)
(Shoos)

Never mind. Shoo, be gone.

Nick turns pulling Tash with him.
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TASH
E, I’m-

ETHAN
I don’t care. Mush onward.

Ethan turns and walks back into the basement. Tash watches 
after him.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan walks up to the keg where Jair and Jeff are talking. 
They both stop and look at Ethan and his swelling eye.

JAIR
Jesus man, what did you do?

ETHAN
Nothing.

JEFF
Was it that big son of a bitch?

ETHAN
Yeah.

Ethan starts to pump the keg.

JEFF
Lets round up some of the guys and 
go kick his ass.

Ethan fills his beer.

ETHAN
Fuck it.

JEFF
Come on. He attacked two of us. You 
even saved him from having his ass 
kicked, and he hit you. The man 
needs to be aligned.

Ethan chugs his beer and refills it.

JAIR
Not the answer.

ETHAN
No, but it sure is a start.

Ethan chugs another beer. Ethan refills it. Jeff holds out 
his plastic cup towards Ethan.
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JEFF
Woe be the man who drinks alone.

Ethan clacks his cup with Jeff’s and they both drink.

INT. BASEMENT - MORNING

Ethan lies shirtless on the dirty floor of the basement. His 
body is covered in markers. Most the drawings are of a sexual 
nature. His eye is black. He opens his eyes and slowly gets 
up. He looks around for his shirt.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - MORNING

Ethan walks through the hallway still shirtless. The few 
students he passes all give him weird looks. As he heads down 
the last stretch of hallway Tash comes out of her room and 
blocks his way.

He doesn’t speak and goes to push around her but she blocks 
him.

TASH
I’m sorry.

ETHAN
Frankly, I don’t give a fuck. I’m 
hung over. Dead tired. And want to 
go to sleep in my bed. Now get out 
of my way.

TASH
Come on partner. Don’t be like 
this.

ETHAN
I’m not your partner. Your partner 
gave me this.

(Points to his black eye)
After I saved his ass.

TASH
I know. Nick doesn’t do well with 
me at college.

ETHAN
So, much for him being a thing of 
the past.

TASH
I’m sorry, I planned on breaking it 
off, but I couldn’t do it.
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ETHAN
Perhaps I should tell him we had 
sex? Maybe that would help.

TASH
Please don’t-

ETHAN
I won’t. He’s all yours. Now get 
out of my way.

Tash steps to the other side of the hallway. Ethan opens his 
door.

TASH
I’m-

(Ethan walks into his room 
and closes the door)

Sorry.

INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

Ethan walks into his room and throws himself into bed.

ETHAN (V.O.)
I saved my dream girl’s boy 
friend’s ass and he punches me in 
the face. That’s what we like to 
call karma.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - DAY

Ethan walks out of his room into the hallway. His black eye 
is fading.

ETHAN (V.O.)
I decided to take Jair’s advice and 
avoid Tash.

Tash walks out of her room. Ethan turns back and goes into 
his room.

INT. CAFETERIA - DAY

Ethan walks through the cafeteria with his tray. His black 
eye is gone.

ETHAN (V.O.)
I hadn’t mastered sneakery though.

Ethan spots Tash. She waves. He goes the other way.
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INT. BASEMENT - DAY

Jair and Ethan are on a beer pong table.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Jair was good to his word and 
started practicing.

Jair misses his shot.

ETHAN
He wasn’t Glenn, or Tash by any 
means, but we won more than we 
lost.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - DAY

Ethan walks down the hallway.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Nick was around more too, but 
luckily he never showed his face in 
our teams house again.

Nick walks past him.

ETHAN (V.O.)
That was until-

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Loud music plays. The basement is crowded. Jair and Ethan are 
on the dance floor with girls. Nick and Tash are on the pong 
table.

Nick and Tash beat their opponents.

NICK
Seventeen-and-o, is there no one 
else?

Jeff and Ron step up to the table.

NICK (CONT'D)
You guys again. What’ll this be 
three times tonight?

Jeff flicks him off.

NICK (CONT'D)
You guys-
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Nick covers his mouth and plows through a group of people to 
go outside.

Tash looks in the direction he ran.

JEFF
Looks like you’ll be giving up the 
table.

TASH
Just give me a minute to go get 
him.

Tash walks over to the door.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE BASEMENT - NIGHT

Nick is passed out in the bushes, next to a pile of puke.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Tash closes the door and walks back to the table. Ethan and 
Jair are at the keg, which is near the table.

TASH
Anyone want to step up I need a 
partner.

Everyone clears away from the table.

TASH (CONT'D)
Come on. Someone?

JEFF
Tash, no one is going to play with 
you while you have that gorilla 
around.

Tash looks around and sees Ethan.

TASH
E.

JAIR
E, don’t do it.

TASH
Come on E, I need you, partner.

JAIR
You know what’s going to happen.
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Ethan claps him on the shoulder.

ETHAN
You worry too much, that’s why I 
keep you around.

Ethan steps up to the table.

Tess places a ball in his hand. Her touch lingers.

They’re eyes stay locked.

JEFF
You guys gonna shoot?

Tash and Ethan smile at each other.

ETHAN
Good to see ya, partner.

TASH
Let’s remind everyone what we’re 
capable of.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE BASEMENT - NIGHT

Jair walks outside to where Nick is on the ground. He helps 
him to his feet.

NICK
Where’s Tash?

JAIR
She went looking for you like two 
hours ago. I’d say go back to the 
dorms and look for her there.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Tash and Ethan finish off Jeff and Ron.

Tash throws her arms around Ethan.

TASH
It’s good to have you back.

Ethan smiles.

ETHAN
It’s good to be back.
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INT. DORM HALLWAY - MORNING

Tash and Ethan are walking down the hallway. Nick sleeps 
against Tash’s door.

Tash and Ethan stop and look confused at Nick.

TASH
I forgot all about him.

ETHAN
Wow, you’re up for girlfriend of 
the year.

Tash grabs Ethan and gives him a quick kiss.

Ethan quickly looks to Nick to make sure he is still asleep.

TASH
I’m not trying to win any awards.

Nick stirs awake.

NICK
Tash! I’m so sorry. Have you been 
looking for me all night?

Tash and Ethan share a confused look.

TASH
Yeah. Um, Ethan was helping me.

Nick pushes himself up to his feet and walks over to Ethan.

Ethan looks terrified.

Nick holds out his hand.

NICK
Sorry about jacking you in the 
face. Maybe your not so bad after 
all.

Ethan shakes his hand.

NICK (CONT'D)
That other friend of yours Jair 
told me you went looking for me, 
Tash. I figured you would find me 
here.

TASH
I went to check on you and I 
couldn’t find you anywhere.
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NICK
I’m really sorry.

TASH
Nick, don’t worry about it. You’re 
safe, that’s all I was worried 
about.

Tash gives Ethan a relieved look.

ETHAN
I’m gonna go grab a few hours of 
sleep. You guys enjoy the rest of 
the weekend.

Ethan walks into his room.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan and Tash play pong together.

ETHAN (V.O.)
We resumed our partnership.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - DAY

Tash, Ethan, and Nick carry boxes down the hallway.

ETHAN (V.O.)
By the end of the year Nick had 
come to be civil.

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Ethan lays in his bed. His phone rings.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Summer went as summer does, until-

Ethan picks up his phone.

ETHAN
Hey partner. What’s up?

TASH (O.S.)
We broke up.

Ethan’s face lights up.
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ETHAN (V.O.)
I was beyond happy. That lasted the 
summer until I returned to school 
and found out-

INT. DORM ROOM - DAY

Jair sits in a chair playing video games. Ethan walks into 
the room and sets a box of stuff on his bed.

JAIR
Hey buddy.

ETHAN
How’d summer go?

JAIR
Worked a lot. You?

ETHAN
Tash finally broke up with Nick.

JAIR
That’s great. She can be single in 
a new country.

ETHAN
WHat are you talking about?

JAIR
She’s abroad this semester.

KNOCK on the door frame. CARLY, tall, fit, beautiful, stands 
in the doorway.

JAIR (CONT’D)
What’s up?

CARLY
I wondered if I’d find anyone else. 
I’m on the first floor and there’s 
no one here besides you guys.

ETHAN
Freshmen?

CARLY
Yeah. Volleyball preseason.

JAIR
It’s pretty empty for the first 
week. Don’t you have other team 
mates around?
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CARLY
I haven’t had my first practice 
yet.

JAIR
Feel free to set up shot here. Our 
door won’t be closed.

Carly walks in and takes a seat on Ethan’s bed.

CARLY
You guys doing anything fun 
tonight?

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Jair and Ethan play randoms in beer pong. Carly stands with 
them watching.

ETHAN
The goal is to get the ball into 
their cups.

Ethan bounces his shot in. The other team gets mad.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Because I bounced that one its 
worth two. 

Jair makes his shot. The other team send the balls back.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
We both made our shots so we get 
them back.

Jair shoot and makes a cup. Ethan shoots and makes the same 
cup.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
That’s called death cup. Since we 
both made the same cup before they 
could pull it.

CARLY
Wow, this is a complicated game.

Jeff walks up.

JEFF
Don’t let him full ya. He’s crap.

CARLY
They looked pretty good to me.
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JAIR
Jeff, this is Carly.

Jeff gives her a smile.

ETHAN
What are you gonna do without Ron 
to lose with anymore?

JEFF
Carly, would you like to be my 
partner?

Carly looks to Ethan and Jair for approval. Jair gives her a 
nod, but Ethan looks confused.

CARLY
Okay, but I’m not any good.

JEFF
Practice makes perfect. E couldn’t 
hit anything when he first started.

Jeff and Carly go to the other side of the table. Jair shoots 
and makes a cup. Ethan misses.

Ethan misses.

Ethan misses.

Ethan misses.

Ethan and Jair have three cups in front of them. Jeff and 
Carly have five.

JAIR
Trying to make the new girl feel 
good?

Ethan shakes his head with alarm.

Ethan misses.

Ethan misses.

Ethan misses.

Ethan and Jair have one cup in front of them. Jeff and Carly 
have four.

JAIR (CONT’D)
E, man, you alright?

Ethan focuses. He sights in his shot. He misses.
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Jair shoots and makes a cup.

JAIR (CONT’D)
Ethan, you gotta stop toying with 
them.

Carly makes the last cup. Jeff misses.

JEFF
How do you like that one, E? The 
new girl just beat you.

JAIR
It’s not over yet. We still have 
redemption.

Jair his and gets his ball back. Jair misses.

JAIR (CONT’D)
Come on bud. Only two. I’ve seen 
you run six.

Ethan takes a deep breath.

Ethan eyes up the cup.

Ethan practices.

Ethan misses.

ETHAN
Kryptonite.

JAIR
What?

ETHAN
Kryptonite. She’s kryptonite.

JAIR
You’re not making any sense.

ETHAN
I’m going.

JAIR
What?

Ethan walks away from the table.

Jeff and Carly come over.

50.



JEFF
I’ve never seen him miss like that 
before.

CARLY
Maybe he wanted me to win my first 
time.

Jair shakes his head.

JAIR
Even if he was dumping the game 
he’d of made it close.

CARLY
Should I apologize or something.

JAIR
Losing is part of the game.

CARLY
I feel bad though.

JAIR
Don’t feel bad. He’s beat enough 
people that one loss isn’t going to 
throw him off.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan walks in and sits at his computer. He types on the 
computer.

His face goes blank as he looks at the screen.

CARLY
What are you looking at.

Ethan turns and watches Carly walk up to him.

Ethan looks back at the screen.

Carly walks behind him and leans down looking at the screen.

CARLY (CONT’D)
Spanish boys are so friendly. Who’s 
that?

ETHAN
My partner.

CARLY
You’re girlfriend?
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ETHAN
No, just my partner.

CARLY
You’re single?

Ethan nods.

Carly grabs him by the hair and pulls his head back. She 
kisses him.

CARLY (CONT’D)
Wouldn’t want you to remember my 
first night here as a failure.

Carly leads him to his feet. Ethan follows her to the bed.

CARLY (CONT’D)
Looks like you could use a new 
partner.

They lay in bed.

INT. CAFETERIA - MORNING

Ethan sits with Jair. They have trays of food. Jair looks 
rough.

JAIR
Man. This new class of freshmen are 
crazy.

ETHAN
Maybe they all were we just didn’t 
see it.

JAIR
It does help to be older. They all 
seem attracted to it.

ETHAN
How’d you do?

JAIR
I did just fine. You’ve heard 
enough of my exploits over the 
years. Tell me about your night.

ETHAN
Sorry for failing in pong. That’s 
the worst I’ve played since Glen 
taught me. 
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JAIR
Not what I’m talking about.

ETHAN
What would you be inferring?

Jair claps Ethan on the shoulder.

JAIR
About time you got over Tash. Carly 
threw down pretty well. Think 
she’ll suffice?

ETHAN
Pong is bigger than all of us.

JAIR
I meant maybe finding you a girl or 
at least a temporary fix.

Carly walks over with a half eaten tray.

ETHAN
We’ll talk about it later.

CARLY
Boys mind if I set up shop? Those 
girls don’t eat enough.

JAIR
By all means.

Carly has a seat.

JAIR (CONT’D)
So, did you have a good first 
night?

Carly’s eyes flick toward Ethan and then back to her tray.

CARLY
Great first night.

JAIR
You’ll have to tell me all about 
it.

CARLY
I figured your partner there would 
have filled ya in on the details.

Jair claps Ethan on the back.
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JAIR
Couldn’t get him to share.

CARLY
What does he have chivalry or 
something?

Ethan taps his fork off his glass.

ETHAN
I’m right here.

JAIR
I think he’s a hopeless romantic 
deep down.

ETHAN
Hello.

CARLY
I wouldn’t have guessed that.

JAIR
He’s an interesting specimen.

CARLY
I’ll have to continue my studies.

Ethan slams his fork on his tray.

ETHAN
Guys. Knock it off.

JAIR
Let me know what you find.

Carly cocks her head and appraises Jair.

CARLY
Jair, I didn’t know you sway that 
way.

JAIR
Not what I meant.

CARLY
Are you sure?

JAIR
Look freshy, you wouldn’t imagine 
where I’ve been.

Carly sits back and crosses her arms.
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CARLY
You’re not helping your cause.

JAIR
If anyone here is switch hitting 
it’s Ethan.

Ethan opens his mouth to defend himself.

CARLY
I beg to differ.

ETHAN
Will you two just shut up.

CARLY
Geeze.

JAIR
If you just tell me what happened, 
I’ll shut up.

CARLY
We had sex. Is it that big of a 
mystery?

JAIR
No, I just wanted to hear it. Been 
a while for the big guy. Didn’t 
want to assume anything.

Ethan takes his tray and gets up from the table. Ethan walks 
away.

CARLY
Did we hurt his feelings?

JAIR
Probably, but I think he’ll be 
okay. I’m not going back to the 
room for a while, want my key?

Carly nods fast.

INT. DORM ROOM - DAY

Ethan sits at his computer. He Skypes with Tash.

TASH (O.S.)
How was your first night? Get some 
quality pong time?
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ETHAN
Played the worst game of my life. 
How are you doing across the pond?

TASH (O.S.)
Well, it’s been fun so far.

ETHAN
I saw the pictures.

TASH (O.S.)
Sorry, E. It means nothing I 
promise, but when in Rome.

ETHAN
You’re not in Rome.

TASH (O.S.)
Hey, come on. At least I broke up 
with Nick.

ETHAN
To move on to someone who isn’t me. 
Yeah, I feel great.

TASH (O.S.)
Look E, I’m in a new country. I’m 
not going to take a chance of 
having a regret while I’m over 
here. I’m never going to get 
another chance like this.

ETHAN
Have fun with that.

TASH (O.S.)
I thought I broke up with the over-
bearing boyfriend.

The door knob jiggles.

ETHAN
You did. I should probably get 
goin. Jair wouldn’t be happy with 
me talking to you.

TASH (O.S.)
Ah, come on. Let me say hi to him 
at least.

ETHAN
Alright.

The door opens and Carly walks in.
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INT. ROOM ABROAD - DAY

Tash sits at her computer.

CARLY (O.S.)
Let me make breakfast up to you.

TASH
E, who’s that?

Carly walks into view of the screen and puts her hands around 
Ethan’s shoulders.

CARLY (O.S.)
Come on, put the computer away.

TASH
E?

Ethan closes the computer.

Tash stares at the blank screen. Slowly she closes her 
computer.

INT. DORM ROOM - DAY

Ethan and Carly lie in bed with the covers over them. Carly 
is curled against Ethan.

JAIR (O.S.)
Guys, let me in.

ETHAN
No ones home.

JAIR (O.S.)
Knock it off and let me in.

CARLY
It’s okay. I need to get going to 
practice soon. Are we going out 
again tonight?

ETHAN
You gonna be my partner?

CARLY
Mmhmm.

ETHAN
As long as you’re ready to carry 
me.
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CARLY
Hopefully you’ll play better than 
last night.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan and Carly are playing pong against Jair and a girl. 
They are down six cups to two.

ETHAN
I really hoped I wouldn’t play bad 
again.

Ethan rubs his neck.

JAIR
You feeling all right bud? Two 
nights in a row.

CARLY
What? Was he some sort of 
unstoppable force at this or 
something? Cause he’s not 
impressing me.

JAIR
Freshmen, pay some respect. He has 
the second most wins of any person 
to play in this house.

Carly rolls her eyes.

CARLY
Oh. Forgive me.

Carly picks up the last two cups.

JAIR
What are you doing?

Carly chugs them both.

CARLY
Tipping the king. I’m gonna walk E 
back since he seems to be feeling 
under the weather.

ETHAN
I’m fine.

CARLY
No you’re not. Let’s go.
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Jair points at Ethan.

JAIR
Listen to the girl.

Ethan sighs.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan and Carly lie under the sheets. Carly is cuddled up 
against Ethan. Ethan has an arm around her.

CARLY
Who’s number one?

Ethan looks offended and confused.

ETHAN
What?

CARLY
Jair said you’re the number two win 
leader. Who’s one?

Ethan laughs.

ETHAN
That would be Glen Reeps. He taught 
me how to play. Also, he kinda has 
an astrict cause he was a fifth 
year.

CARLY
He was good?

ETHAN
The best. He taught me everything I 
know about the game.

CARLY
Like what?

Ethan swallows hard.

ETHAN
You’re partner is more important 
than any amount of skill. Good 
partners will always beat good 
players.

CARLY
Was he a good partner?
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ETHAN
I suppose so.

CARLY
The best?

ETHAN
No.

Carly’s interest peaks.

CARLY
Really? Then who?

ETHAN
(Pause)

Tash.

CARLY
Tash? Jair told me about her. A 
bitch who likes to toy with you.

ETHAN
She’s not that bad.

CARLY
That’s not the way he made it 
sound.

ETHAN
Jair has a tendency for blowing 
things out of proportion.

CARLY
What made her such a good partner?

ETHAN
I couldn’t tell ya, we just click 
on the table.

CARLY
Oh.

Ethan kisses her forehead.

ETHAN
Don’t worry, I click with you off 
the table.

Carly tilts up and kisses his lips.

CARLY
Maybe we should stop playing 
together.
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ETHAN
You are kryptonite to me.

CARLY
Kryptonite?

ETHAN
Come on now. Every super hero has a 
weakness.

CARLY
You’re a super hero now?

ETHAN
Carly, you’re the girl I want to go 
home with, but I can’t enjoy pong 
with you as my partner.

CARLY
That’s fine. You play like shit
with me. We’ll clock off the table.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan plays pong with Jair.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan and Carly spoon in bed watching a movie.

INT. BACKYARD - NIGHT

Jair and Ethan finish off a pong table standing in snow.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Under the sheets Ethan is on top of Carly. They passionately 
kiss.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - DAY

Ethan and Carly hug and kiss.

ETHAN (V.O.)
And this was the end of first 
semester. My pong game suffered 
severely but my love life was the 
best is had been in college.
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Carly walks down the hallway.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - DAY

Students push their way through the hallway to get to their 
rooms.

Tash weaves through the mob to Ethan’s room.

Tash KNOCKS on the door.

ETHAN (O.S.)
Busy come back later.

TASH
E, stop playing video games and 
answer the door.

ETHAN (O.S.)
Tash?

TASH
Yeah. Hurry up.

CARLY (O.S.)
Just let it go.

The doorknob jiggles and the door swings open.

Ethan is only wearing a pair of sweat pants, obviously 
commando.

Tash throws her arms around him.

TASH
E, I’ve missed you so much.

ETHAN
Missed you too, partner.

TASH
Ah, god, we have so much catching 
up to do.

ETHAN
Yeah, we do.

Carly walks up to the door wrapped in Ethan’s blanket.

CARLY
You must be Tash? I’m Carly.

Carly holds her hand out to Tash.
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Tash looks at her hand then at Ethan.

TASH
You...really...and didn’t.

Tash rushes away from the room into the crowds.

Ethan takes a step to go after her, but Carly grabs him by 
the wrist.

CARLY
I believe you have some work to 
finish.

Ethan lets a weak smile cross his face then he closes the 
door.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Not exactly as I saw the semester 
starting.

INT. DORM ROOM - DAY

Ethan lies in bed. Jair walks into the room.

JAIR
So, I just ran into a really upset 
Tash. How’s it feel to finally have 
the upper hand on her.

ETHAN
Like shit.

JAIR
Ah, come on now. Gotta feel some 
what gratifying to have the power.

ETHAN
Nope.

JAIR
You aren’t thinking of giving up 
Carly, are you? Cause if you are 
just ask me to come over there and 
kick you in the nuts first.

ETHAN
I don’t know.

Jair starts across the room.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Whoa, back down there.

63.



JAIR
I told you I’ll just kick you in 
the nuts.

ETHAN
I didn’t say I was. Jesus, Jair.

JAIR
Well, call this for good measure.

Ethan gets out of his bed and prepares to defend himself.

ETHAN
Would you chill the f out?

JAIR
As soon as you get rid of the 
stupid idea.

ETHAN
Man, do you love her or something? 
Christ.

Jair stops dead in his tracks.

JAIR
Me love? Good one, E.

Jair turns around and walks over to the TV and turns it on.

JAIR (CONT’D)
Carly loves you. Don’t do something 
stupid.

Jair turns on the video game system. He tosses a controller 
to Ethan.

JAIR (CONT’D)
Let’s slay some noobs.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Tash lies in her bed dressed in pajama pants and a tank-top. 
FAIRVIEW, sits on her bed also dressed for sleep.

TASH
I’m finally single, and here, and 
he goes off and gets himself a 
girlfriend.

FAIRVIEW
You did keep him on the bench for a 
long time.
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TASH
Who’s side are you on?

FAIRVIEW
Just saying you can’t expect him 
not to get in the game. Maybe it’s 
best. You leave all your past 
behind this semester and find 
something new.

TASH
That’s not a bad idea. I mean I 
could-

KNOCK at the door.

TASH (CONT’D)
It’s open.

The door opens and Ethan pokes his head into the room.

ETHAN
Up for a game Partner?

Fairview shakes her head at Tash. Tash gets to her feet.

TASH
Just let me get dressed.

ETHAN
Looks like you’re dressed to me and 
the table is waiting.

TASH
Just hang on.

ETHAN
Jeff says you lost your touch.

TASH
Let’s go.

Tash leaves the room with Ethan. Fairview rolls her eyes.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Tash and Ethan are at the table playing against Jeff and his 
partner.

JEFF
Thanks for dressing up for us.
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Tash flips him off with her left hand while she shoots and 
makes the cup.

JEFF (CONT’D)
I got two of those.

Jeff flicks her off with both hands.

Ethan bounces the ball into the cups.

Jeff glares at his partner.

JEFF (CONT’D)
Awesome defense.

His partner opens his mouth to speak.

JEFF (CONT’D)
Just shut up and shoot. You’re not 
here for company.

Tash gives Ethan a smile.

TASH
Nice shooting partner.

ETHAN
Not too shabby yourself.

TASH
Where’s your girlfriend tonight?

Ethan catches a ball off the table.

ETHAN
She’s probably around here 
somewhere.

TASH
Oh. She doesn’t like pong?

Ethan catches the other ball. He dips them in water and hands 
on to Tash.

ETHAN
No. She really likes it.

Tash smiles.

TASH
Is she really bad?

ETHAN
No. I am.
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Tash wrinkles her brow.

TASH
You’re bad?

ETHAN
She’s kryptonite to me.

Ethan shoots and makes a cup.

Tash shoots and misses.

TASH
Wait, what?

ETHAN
When she’s on the table I can’t 
shoot to save my life.

TASH
So, you can’t shoot when she’s on 
the table.

ETHAN
Not at all. Even when she’s my 
partner I can’t shoot. So, she’s my 
partner off the table, you’re my 
partner on the table.

Tash collects a ball.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Can you live with that?

Ethan catches the other ball.

TASH
I guess it’s karma.

Ethan gives her a pat on the butt.

ETHAN
Go get ‘em partner.

Tash shoots and makes a cup.

Ethan shoots and makes the last cup.

Tash throws her arms around Ethan and he hugs her back.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Next!

Jair and Carly approach the table.
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Ethan looks at Tash and takes a large gulp.

TASH
Keep it together, partner.

Ethan turns down table and takes a deep breath. His eyes 
settle lovingly on Carly.

ETHAN
Carly.

CARLY
All’s fair in love and pong.

Jair gives him a big smile.

JAIR
It’ll be nice to finally beat the 
two of you.

Jair rolls the balls across the table to Ethan. Ethan dips 
them in the cup and hands one to Tash.

Ethan turns to shoot.

Tash grabs him by the wrist. She turns him to face her.

TASH
Listen up, partner. She’s flesh and 
blood like every other person we’ve 
destroyed in this game. Don’t let 
your feelings F this up.

Ethan gives her a nod.

Ethan turns toward the rack, his chest puffed.

Ethan shoots. His shot dings off the rack.

Jair gives a small fist pump.

JAIR
We’ve got his in the bag.

Tash steps up. She gives a sly smile to Carly.

TASH
Front cup.

Tash sinks the front cup.

JAIR
Lucky shot.
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TASH
Jair, Jair, Jair, I know it’s been 
a while, but have you forgotten who 
I am?

JAIR
Nope. The same old bitch you’ve 
always been.

Tash’s face goes blank.

ETHAN
He’s trying to get you off your 
game. Don’t let him. You’re 
carrying the weight this game.

Jair shoots and misses.

Carly makes her shot.

Ethan rinses the balls and hands one to Tash.

Ethan shoots and completely misses the rack.

Tash shoot. The ball hits the rim of a cup and bounces 
straight up in the air

The ball falls toward the cups.

Just before the ball falls into a cup, Carly catches the 
ball.

CARLY
(Smiles)

Sorry.

Tash glares across the table.

Carly shoot and makes her cup.

Jair shoot and sinks his.

Ethan pulls the balls out and rolls them back across the 
table.

Ethan’s eyes show his sadness.

ETHAN
I’m sorry, Tash.

Jair shoots and misses.
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TASH
Don’t be sorry. Just start making 
cups.

Carly shoot and makes it.

Ethan pulls the ball and rinses it.

TASH (CONT’D)
Take off your shirt.

ETHAN
What?

TASH
Take off your shirt.

ETHAN
Why?

TASH
Just do it.

Ethan takes off his shirt and hands it to Tash.

Carly glares across the table.

Tash takes the shirt and puts it over Ethan’s eyes.

ETHAN
I can’t see.

TASH
You don’t need to. You know this 
table. You know this game. Now many 
a cup.

ETHAN
This is ridiculous.

TASH
So is your shooting.

Ethan touches the ball to the table, then each of the back 
three cups. 

Ethan lines up his shot.

Ethan shoots.

The ball goes in.

Tash throws her arms around him.
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TASH (CONT’D)
You did it.

ETHAN
I still feel like a retard.

TASH
Idiot savant.

Tash lets go and lines up her shot.

She shoots and makes it.

Jair whips the balls off Ethan’s head.

ETHAN
I’m guessing that was Jair.

Tash puts a ball in Ethan’s hand.

TASH
Yep. Not to worry, your girl is 
just glaring at me.

ETHAN
Least she didn’t punch you in the 
face.

Ethan shoots and makes his cup.

Tash makes hers.

Jair rolls the balls back across the table.

TASH
Last cup. Maybe I should go first.

ETHAN
Be my guest.

Tash shoots and misses.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
So, you didn’t make it?

TASH
Nope. Don’t worry, eve if you don’t 
get it, we’ll have another chance.

ETHAN
Let’s just end it now so I can take 
this shirt off my head. Which cup?
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TASH
Back right.

Ethan takes a deep breath.

Brings the ball up.

Shoots.

Sinks.

Tash throws her arms around Ethan.

Jair smacks the last cup off the table.

JAIR
Screw this.

Jair storms off.

CARLY
We still have redemption.

JAIR
Forget it. I’m done.

CARLY
Well, congrats guys.

Carly storms off.

ETHAN
How cool was that? Guys?

Ethan takes his shirt off his head and looks around.

TASH
They didn’t think it was so cool

ETHAN
God damn.

TASH
Looks like someone’s in trouble.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan walks into his room. Carly is playing video games with 
Jair.

ETHAN
Hey guys.
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The both ignore him.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Hey?

Still ignored.

Ethan walks in front of the TV.

JAIR
Mind moving?

ETHAN
It’s just pong.

CARLY
You of all people saying that.

JAIR
It’s an obsession to you.

ETHAN
Guys, I’m sorry.

JAIR
For what exactly?

Ethan looks around for an answer.

JAIR (CONT’D)
It’s cool. We all know you’re the 
best. Congrats.

CARLY
Yep. You and Tash are the best team 
out there.

ETHAN
I said I’m sorry.

CARLY
But you don’t even know what you 
should be sorry about, other than 
we are pissed.

Jair glances at Carly.

JAIR
At least he notices us. Pretty 
impressive feat with Tash back.

ETHAN
Guys-
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JAIR
I’ve been your pity partner for how 
long now? I know I’m not your first 
choice, but to go and beat me blind 
folded in front of everyone. Like 
really man. That’s just dick.

Ethan gestures toward Carly.

ETHAN
It’s Carly.

Carly points to herself.

CARLY
It’s my fault now?

ETHAN
No, it’s just I can’t shoot against 
you. The only way I could make a 
cup is if I couldn’t see you.

CARLY
Yeah, right.

JAIR
We’re starting to wonder how much 
of that was a ploy.

ETHAN
A ploy?

JAIR
Your first night with her; why did 
she come home with you?

ETHAN
She followed me home. She didn’t 
come home with me.

JAIR
And why?

Ethan rubs his neck and looks away.

ETHAN
Because she felt bad I sucked.

JAIR
Convenient.

ETHAN
Look, let’s go play again. I’ll 
keep my shirt on. You’ll see.
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Carly shakes her head. Her eyes well with tears.

CARLY
It doesn’t matter. Not to me.

ETHAN
Guys, it’s a game of pong.

Carly points a finger at Ethan.

CARLY
It’s more than that to you. It’s 
your way of being with her.

ETHAN
Come on, I’ve played plenty of 
games without Tash.

CARLY
She’s your number one.

Ethan puts his hands on Carly’s shoulders.

ETHAN
No you’re my number one.

Carly knocks Ethan’s hands away.

CARLY
Not on the table, and that’s your 
favorite place.

ETHAN
Don’t do this to me.

CARLY
You’ve done it to yourself.

Ethan storms out of the room.

JAIR
Did he just storm out of his own 
room?

CARLY
Where do you think he’s going?

JAIR
Probably back to the table.

Carly gets up and head out of the room.
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JAIR (CONT’D)
(getting up)

Shit.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan storms through the side door and into the basement.

Ethan looks around and sees Tash at the keg.

Tash is confused as Ethan comes over to her.

TASH
Thought you checked out.

ETHAN
Let’s get out of here.

Tash’s eyes narrow and she gives him a sly smile.

TASH
And go where, partner?

ETHAN
Your room.

Tash grabs Ethan by the wrist and the head for the side door. 
Just as they leave, Carly comes down the stairs.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Tash leads Ethan through her dark room to get bed. She lays 
on her back and Ethan climbs in on top.

Tash pulls his shirt off.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Carly searches through the party.

Carly head to the beer pong table and pick up the table list.

Carly sets the list back down and looks around.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan pulls off Tash’s shirt.

Tash pulls the sheet over them.
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Ethan leans down and kisses her lips.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Carly circles the keg.

Carly sees Jeff.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan’s pants fall to the floor from under the sheet.

Tash’s pants slide to the floor.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Carly walks up to Jeff.

CARLY
Have you seen E?

JEFF
Just left with Tash.

Carly’s face goes white as a sheet.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Tash’s underwear falls out from under the sheets.

Ethan’s boxers drop to the ground.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Carly walks out of the basement, looking a hundred years old.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Tash and Ethan move under the sheets.

TASH
Come on, partner.

Ethan stops moving.

TASH (CONT’D)
E? Come on. I’m ready for you.
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INT. DORM HALLWAY - NIGHT

Carly walks down the dorm hallway toward Ethan and Jair’s 
room.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan pushes up from the bed and gets to his feet.

ETHAN
There’s a time I’d of died to hear 
those words.

Tash reaches for Ethan but she misses.

TASH
Come back.

Ethan recovers his clothes.

TASH (CONT’D)
Partner?

Ethan stands, naked, holding his clothes to cover himself.

ETHAN
Only on the table.

Ethan walks to the door and grabs the handle.

TASH
Last chance.

Ethan pulls the door open.

ETHAN
Tipping the king.

Ethan walks out of the room.

INT. DORM HALLWAY - NIGHT

Ethan walks out into the hallway, clothes covering himself.

Carly has her back to him knocking on his door. Carly turns 
to see Ethan. She is on the verge of tears.

CARLY
E?

Ethan looks around.
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ETHAN
I know this doesn’t look good.

CARLY
You, coming naked, out of Tash’s 
room. Correct. Doesn’t look good.

Ethan holds a hand up to calm Carly down.

ETHAN
Please. Please, hear me out.

CARLY
We’re over.

ETHAN
I know this looks bad, but-

Carly cries.

CARLY
Goodbye, Ethan.

Carly storms down the hallway.

Ethan stares after her, his jaw hanging open.

INT. DORM ROOM - NIGHT

Ethan walks in holding his clothes.

Jair sits on his bed, his head in his hands.

JAIR
I’m sorry, bud. I got everything 
riled up cause I was pissed.

Ethan walks over to his bed.

ETHAN
Not your fault.

JAIR
What happened?

Ethan drops his clothes and climbs into bed.

ETHAN
Don’t want to talk about it.

Ethan pulls the sheet over his head.
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INT. DORM ROOM - MORNING

There is a knock at the door.

Jair sleeps in his bed. Ethan is still under his sheet.

Ethan gets out of bed wrapping his sheet around him.

Ethan walks over to the door his head hung low. He opens the 
door.

Tash is waiting.

Ethan turns around and walks back to his bed.

Tash follows into the room.

TASH
Morning, E.

Ethan flops face first into bed. His face is burried in a 
pillow.

ETHAN
Morning, partner.

Tash walks over and has a seat on his bed.

TASH
Wanted to say sorry about last 
night. I was drunk. Not really sure 
how things progressed like the did.

Jair’s eyes shoot open.

JAIR
You guys had sex?

Tash’s head snaps around and glares at Jair.

TASH
No. We were on our way. E, here, 
came to his senses.

ETHAN
Doesn’t matter. Might as well have.

JAIR
You wouldn’t want to do that to 
Carly.

ETHAN
She thinks I did. Carly left me.
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Tash puts a hand on Ethan’s back.

TASH
E, I’m sorry.

JAIR
Yeah man, sorry I got you all 
pissed off.

Ethan sighs into the pillow.

ETHAN
I did it. She’s right. I’m jus an 
asshole in love with a stupid game.

Jair sits up in bed.

JAIR
We can get this worked out. She’s 
reasonable.

TASH
I can tell her what happened.

Ethan shakes his head.

ETHAN
Better she moves on. A day will 
come I’ll hurt her.

TASH
Come on. Let’s get you cleaned up 
and go make up.

Ethan doesn’t respond.

JAIR
Let’s go get you some greasy 
breakfast and sort all of this out.

TASH
Jair’s got a point there.

JAIR
Greasy food makes everything 
better.

Ethan puts his head under the pillow.

ETHAN
You guys go. Have fun.

Tash gets up from the bed.
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TASH
Come on, partner. You can’t lay 
here and feel sorry for yourself 
all day.

ETHAN
Yes, I can.

JAIR
Screw him. Tash? Breakfast?

Jair climbs out of bed.

TASH
We’ll be there if you want to join 
us.

Tash and Jair leave the room.

INT. DORM ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Ethan lies with his head under his pillow.

Jair walks into the room and picks up his shower caddy.

Jair leaves the room.

MIDDAY

Jair comes back into the room in a towel.

Jair gets changed.

Jair goes to the door and lets Tash in.

Task walks over and shakes Ethan.

Ethan doesn’t respond.

Tash and Jair leave.

AFTERNOON

Jair comes back into the room and jumps on Ethan’s bed.

Ethan doesn’t respond.

Jair gets off the bed and pulls a chair up to the TV.

Jair turns on the video games.

Jair tosses a controller to Ethan.

82.



Ethan doesn’t respond.

Jair plays video games.

NIGHT

KNOCK at the door.

Jair gets up and lets Tash in.

Tash walks over to the bed with a bottle of water.

Tash pours the entire bottle on Ethan.

Ethan doesn’t respond.

TASH
Get your ass out of bed.

ETHAN
Why?

JAIR
You’re being a pussy.

ETHAN
So?

TASH
Get your ass out of bed, and get 
your clothes on. We’re going to the 
house.

JAIR
Jeff’s already talking shit on your 
game.

ETHAN
I don’t want to.

TASH
I need you, partner.

Ethan kicks his feet under the covers.

Ethan sits up.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan, Jair, and Tash walk into the basement through the side 
door. The party has already started.
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TASH
I’ll get us on the table. You get 
us beers.

Tash walks toward the table.

Jair and Ethan push through people to the keg.

ETHAN
Why am I here?

JAIR
Because you gave up one of the two 
things in your life you love. Might 
as well enjoy the other.

ETHAN
I didn’t give her up. She left.

JAIR
On a misunderstanding. But you’re 
right, E. You only love pong.

Ethan gets quiet as they get to the keg. Jair fills the 
beers.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan and Tash are on the pong table. Ethan has his sleeve 
rolled up. There are eight tally marks on his bicep. The team 
are are against is being blown away.

Ethan shoots making the last cup.

Tash follows it with a death cup.

The other team walks away.

Tash makes another tally on Ethan’s arm.

TASH
You don’t seem to be enjoying 
yourself, E?

ETHAN
It’s all I have.

Ethan rinses the balls in the water cup and hands one to 
Tash.

Carly steps up to the table with DREW.
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CARLY
Surprise, surprise. Look who has 
the table.

ETHAN
Who’s this?

CARLY
Drew. One of the volleyball guys.

TASH
You moved on fast.

CARLY
I could say the same to E, but I 
don’t think he ever left you.

Tash shakes her head and looks sadly at Ethan.

Jair pushes his way through the crowd to watch the match.

ETHAN
Let’s just play.

CARLY
Don’t you want to take your shirt 
off first?

Jair walks toward Carly’s side of the table.

ETHAN
Leave it be, Jair.

JAIR
She should know.

ETHAN
She’s made her choice.

CARLY
I should know what?

JAIR
She didn’t know the facts.

ETHAN
Don’t say a word.

A cold demeanor takes over Ethan. He shoots and sinks his 
shot.

CARLY
Jair? What are you talking about?
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Tash makes her shot. Drew pulls the cups and rolls the balls 
back across the table.

JAIR
Nothing.

Ethan shoots and makes it.

Tash misses.

CARLY
Now, look at that. Normally need 
your shirt over your eyes to shoot 
like that against me.

JAIR
Car-

Ethan glares at Jair.

Drew shoots and misses.

Carly makes it.

Ethan pulls the cup and drinks it.

Ethan retrieves the ball and shoots.

Ethan sinks it.

TASH
Man on fire.

Tash holds her hand for a high five.

Ethan lightly touches it.

CARLY
Guess you’re over me, if I’m not 
kryptonite.

Jair pulls out his phone.

Tash shoots and makes it.

TASH
Bring them back.

Carly looks ready to break into tears.

CARLY
It was worth a try.

Drew rolls the balls back.
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Carly pulls out her phone.

Tash lines up and takes her shot. The ball bounces off the 
rim.

Ethan lines up his shot. Taps the ball on the table. Shoots. 
The ball splashes down into the cup.

INT. BATHROOM - DAY

Ethan looks at himself in the mirror. He dries his face off.

Ethan walks out of the bathroom.

INT. WORLD SERIES OF BEER PONG - DAY

Ethan walks across the tournament floor toward the table 
where his partner waits.

ETHAN (V.O.)
Facing the most important game of 
beer pong in my life, I can’t help 
but hear the words of my mentor. 
The great Glen. “Beer pong, as in 
life, picking your partner is the 
most important part. In life when 
you and a partner split there’s 
broken hearts. In beer pong it’s 
far worse. There’s lost games.” It 
amazes me that after so much we’re 
still together.

Ethan gets to the table. Tash Smiles at him and hands him a 
ball.

Ethan gives her a wink.

They line up to shoot.

Tash makes her shot.

Ethan sinks his.

The crowds excitement grows.

Rapidly.

They continue to shoot without missing until the rack is 
depleted to the last two cups.
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ETHAN (V.O.)
I promised Tash that we’d be 
partners in the World Series.

Tash shoot and makes the second to last cup.

Ethan lines up his shot.

Ethan releases.

ETHAN (V.O.)
But Glen was wrong.

INT. BASEMENT - NIGHT

Ethan’s final shot bobs in the cup.

Carly looks from her phone to Jair.

Jair nods.

CARLY
We still have redemption.

Ethan nods across the table.

TASH
Good luck.

Drew shoots and misses.

JAIR
Five cups. Not impossible.

Carly looks over at Jair.

CARLY
You swear?

JAIR
Swear.

Carly lines up.

Carly shoots.

Ethan swats the entire racks against the wall while Carly’s 
shot is in the air.

The entire party stops silent and looks.

Carly stares at him in disbelief.
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Ethan walks around the table.

Carly watches him approach.

Ethan throws his arms around Carly.

ETHAN
I’m sorry.

Carly kisses him.

Jair moves beside Tash.

The two of them look on and smile.

The entire party watches Ethan and Carly kiss.

Drew storms off, forcing his way through the crowd.

INT. WORLD SERIES OF BEER PONG - DAY

Ethan’s shot sinks.

The game ends.

The crowd cheers.

Tash and Ethan embrace.

Carly runs and jumps on Ethan.

Jair walks up and wraps his arms around Tash.

Tash and Ethan share a look from their separate embraces. 

ETHAN
Hell of a tournament, partner.

TASH
You too, partner.

Ethan holds Carly.

ETHAN (V.O.)
As much as pong had been like a 
religion to me, it was only because 
I didn’t have the right partner in 
life. 

Ethan lifts Carly up and spins around.
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ETHAN
This would be the last game of beer 
pong I ever played.

Ethan sits Carly on the table.

ETHAN (CONT’D)
Pong was my past, Carly is my 
future. When you find the right 
partner there’s nothing else quite 
like it.

Ethan kisses Carly.

FADE OUT.
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